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MISSION STATEMENT
To provide an environment where dental 

professionals can learn new technologies, 

document their progress and develop excellent 

skills for treating di�cult and challenging cases.

To be able to use their knowledge to treatment 

plan and sequence cases more e�ciently and 

predictably, using teeth or dental implants as 

the foundation; Ceramics and other materials 

for the restorations;

Occlusion as the functional component 

and Aesthetics as the focus for ideal natural 

appearance that best fits each patient.
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11:00 - 11:30											

REGISTRATION & COFFEE/REFRESHMENTS 
@ the 693 FIFTH AVENUE - 11TH FLOOR RECEPTION

12:00 - 12:05											

INTRODUCTIONS										
DR. ALAN SMOLEN & DR ELLEN KATZ

12:05 - 2:30												

OCCLUSION PHILOSOPHY PART 1							
DR. DEAN VAFIADIS

2:30 - 3:00												

SPONSOR’S COFFEE & SNACK BREAK

3:00 - 5:00												

OCCLUSION PHILOSOPHY PART 2 
DR. DEAN VAFIADIS

5:00 - 5:30												

FACULTY INTRODUCTIONS / SCHEDULE OVERVIEW / CLOSING REMARKS	
DR. HOMA FARIDNIA

5:30 - 7:30

Cocktail Reception

 @ NEW YORK SMILE INSTITUTE 14TH FLOOR SPONSORED           
BY RITTER & ZUMAX

THURSDAY DAY 1 
Occlusion Philosophy



8:15 - 8:45												

BREAKFAST 
 @ Starbucks 23 street and 1st avenue

9:00 - 10:30												
FMR & AESTHETICS											
DR DEAN VAFIADIS 

10:30-12:00 												

FMR LEVEL 9 & 10 
CLASS 3 CASES AND OCCLUSION							
DR. DEAN VAFIADIS

12:00- 1:30 
LUNCH WITH SPONSORS 
VATECH & CLINICIANS CHOICE, DMG, SHINING 3D 
PATRIZIA’S Restaurant 26 st and 2nd ave	

FRIDAY DAY 2 
Aesthetics and Occlusion
NYU College of Dentistry - 433 1st Avenue 2nd Floor

1:30 - 4:30 													

BREAKOUT SESSION I - IV     GROUP 1 - 4 ROTATION

 45 Minutes Each Session

LEVEL 1 PARTICIPANTS 

SESSION 1: FMR LEVEL 3 

AESTHETIC & FUNCTIONAL  
DESIGNS AND PROVISIONALS  
DR. ELLEN KATZ & DR JOANNA HRYMOC-SINHA

SESSION 2: SCANNING TECHNOLOGY 

ARTEX FACEBOW- DIGITAL WAX-UPS  
DR. ALAN SMOLEN & STEVE KIM, MDT 

SESSION 3: FIXED IMPLANT PROSTHETICS 

FMR LEVEL 5  
“SECRETS OF IMPLANTOLOGY REVEALED” 
DR LOKESH RAO

SESSION 4: TREATMENT PLANNING 

SETTING UP YOUR CASES 
AESTHETIC CHANGES

DR DEAN VAFIADIS

LEVEL 2 PARTICIPANTS 

4:30 - 5:00	
Q&A Discussion	
Dinner on your own in NYC

HANDS-On PROVISIONALS & OCCLUSION CHANGES 

Maxillary and Mandibular Full Arch 

DR HOMA FARIDNIA, DR GWEN GIANNINA ,

DR OLGA KOVALENKO, DR BELEN VELASTEGUI,

DR MARTA PETRYNA  & DR MICHAEL MARGOLIN 



8:30 	

COFFEE
@ Starbucks 23 street and 1st avenue

9:00 -11;00												
PUTTING IMPLANT DENTISTRY INTO PERSPECTIVE 
Implants vs Natural Teeth									
DR VINCENT CELENZA - KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

11:00 -12:00 												

IMPLANTS IN THE AESTHETIC ZONE 
DR. DEAN VAFIADIS

12:00- 1:15 
LUNCH WITH SPONSORS 
RITTER, ZUMAX , DMG

SATURDAY DAY 3 
IMPLANTS & OCCLUSION
NYU College of Dentistry - 433 1st Avenue 2nd Floor

4:30 - 5:00	
Q&A Discussion	

LEVEL 1 PARTICIPANTS 

1:30 - 2:30
PETER KOUVARIS, MDT ORAL DESIGN CERAMICS COLOR 
AND LAB COMMUNICATION

2:30 - 3:45
Emotional Dentistry and Motivation			
DR PUBLIO SILFA

3:45 - 4:45
Anterior Implants
Aesthetics Corrections Prosthetic & Surgical		
DR ARMEN AKOPIAN

LEVEL 2 PARTICIPANTS 

1:30 - 4:00
HANDS-ON LIVE W DR DEAN VAFIADIS ONE ARCH PREP 
& PROVISIONALS AESTHETICS AND OCCLUSION 			

@ NYSI 693 Fifth Ave 14 Floor

LIVE PATIENT IMPLANTS AND OCCLUSION 

DR LOK RAO - Demonstration

8:00 PM 														

COCKTAILS & HORS D’OEUVRES 

Black & White Party with your Significant other

@ MISSION CEVICHE 7 EAST 17 Street, Union Square NYC

1:30 - 4:30 



8:30 - 9:00	

BREAKFAST & SOCIAL TIME

9:00 - 10:00												
HOW TO BUILD A SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE AND LIFE 
DR ELLEN KATZ & DR BIDGET GLASAROV						

10:00 - 11:00												

FMR PARTICIPANT - CASE PRESENTATION 
DR BELEN VELASTEGUI

11:00 - 12:45 
DENTAL IT - YOUR OFFICE - SUCCESSFUL ATTITUDE 
BUSINESS OF DENTISTRY									
Dr Dean Vafiadis & Raul Ramdayal DNTLIT 	

11:00 - 12:45 												
LUNCH CELEBRATION AND CERTIFICATES

SUNDAY DAY 4 
BUSINESS & MOTIVATION
@ Il Gattopardo 15 West 54 St.

The FMR program at NYU was truly transformative for me. Having studied at numerous 

restorative institutes, I know you cannot find this curriculum anywhere. I can now quickly 

evaluate any patient in my o�ce and determine the appropriate treatment sequence 

through classification levels unique to NYU FMR. This program gives you the edge you need 

to communicate confidently with patients and treat complex cases with predictability.

        Alfred W. Hollis, DDS 		

   Saratoga Springs, NY



Dean C Va�adis, DDS - PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Dr. Dean Va�adis is the director and innovator of the Full Mouth Reconstruction Continuing Education Course at NYU Dental College since 2008. 

He received his dental degree and Prosthodontics specialty training at New York University College of Dentistry. He is currently the Director of 

the Full-Mouth Rehabilitation CE course at NYU. He is an Associate Professor of Prosthodontics at NYU College of Dentistry. He lectures nation-

ally and abroad for NYU Continuing Education department. Dr. Va�adis has published and lectured on various topics such as Aesthetics, Implant 

designs, Computer restorations, Ceramic materials and Occlusion. He is the founder of the New York Smile Institute in NY. It is an educational 

center, full service laboratory and learning facility as well as a private practice location for a multi-specialty practice for Implant and Aesthetic 

Dentistry. Currently he is lecturing for the Continuing Education program at NYUCD for Dental Districts in US, Europe and Asia. He maintains his 

private practice at the Valentino Building near Rockefeller Center. Dr. Va�adis primary professional mission is to educate, publish and invent 

new technologies that will help change the dental profession and patient’s lives. He is a Fellow of the AAED and member of ACP, AO AAID, NGS, 

and ADA.

Vincent Celenza DMD, KEYNOTE SPEAKER - FELLOW ACP, Fellow AAED, Fellow EAED
Dr. Vincent Celenza is a Board Certi�ed Prosthodontist since 1988 and received his graduate training from Boston University in 1979. He has 

taught at New York University and Columbia dental schools and has presented nationally and internationally on Prosthodontics and how it 

relates to other specialties. He is currently in full-time private practice in New York City. Christine, his wife of 40 years, works as a hygienist part 

time in their o�ce. They have two children: Frankie, 32, recently married, and Luke, 27. Vinny plays tennis every week, is an avid mountain biker 

(no more road riding), and puts time in on a mat each morning. He loves jazz, plays drums and whenever there’s time, photography. He has a 

private practice limited to prosthodontics in New York City.

Ellen Pikus-Katz, DDS
Dr Ellen Katz was born and raised in the Republic of Georgia. After emigrating to the United States, she graduated from St. John’s University fol-

lowed by NYU College of Dentistry in 2002. She attended a one-year residency program at Jamaica Hospital Medical Center. Dr. Katz is passionate 

about dentistry and attends about 200 hours of CE each year. From 2015-2017 she participated in the Full Mouth Rehabilitation Continuing 

Education Program at NYU Dentistry under the mentorship of Dr. Dean Va�adis. In 2018 she became a clinical assistant professor and director 

at the FMR CE Course. Dr. Katz is a graduate and Mentor of the Evidence based educational Kois Center in Seattle, WA and recently started her 

accreditation journey with AACD. She has many hours of CE for Invisalign and Sleep Apnea. Dr Katz has published in Compendium Magazine and 

is a Co- founder of Maison BE Dental Studio in NYC. When not in the o�ce, Dr. Katz enjoys spending time with her family and friends. Her hobbies 

include traveling, hiking, cooking, exercising, reading books and educational articles.

Alan Smolen, DDS
Dr. Alan Smolen received both his B.S. degree in Chemistry and his D.D.S. from Temple University. He has been practicing restorative and cosmetic 

dentistry for over 40 years. Dr. Smolen has elected to continue his education at the renowned Pankey Institute for Advanced Dental Education. 

The Dawson Center for Advanced Dental Study, NYU Dentistry's Continuing Education Program  and the Piper Education and Research Center. In 

addition to his clinical practices in New York City, he is a faculty member and Educational Director at NYU Dentistry’s Full Mouth Rehabilitation 

Continuing Dental Education Program. 



Dr. Lokesh C. Rao 
Graduated from New York University College of Dentistry with a Doctorate in Dental Surgery. He completed a general practice residency at St. 

Barnabas Hospital in the Bronx where he also served as Chief Resident, overseeing the treatment of twenty-�ve general practice residents. 

After working with several of the top world-renowned dentists throughout Manhattan and Westchester, Dr. Rao decided it was time to achieve 

his vision by opening his own private practice. His goal is to give his patients (both adults and children) a healthy and beautiful smile while en-

suring their comfort during the process. He is a skillful and artistic cosmetic dentist, who takes pride in providing his patients with high-quality 

work for long-lasting smiles.Dr. Rao currently serves as an Adjunct Clinical Assistant Professor in the Continuing Dental Education program in 

Implantology at NYU. Furthermore, he serves as the director of clinical photography in the program and lectures nationally on the subject of 

clinical photography. After a long and hard day, Dr. Rao enjoys playing tennis, swimming, macro and landscape photography

Dr. Homa Faridnia 									
 Dr Homa has a BS in chemistry and biotechnology at Kean University, then attended NYU Dental School to pursue her lifelong dream of 

becoming a dentist. She graduated in 1998 and has been in private practice ever since. Dr. Faridnia is a member of Academy of General Dentistry 

and the New Jersey Academy of General Dentistry. In 2015, she was voted one of New Jersey’s Top Dentists! Dr. Homa joined the FMR program as 

a participant in 2018 and now is an FMR faculty member. She is a member of ADA , AGD, AAFE and AACD. She has attended the Kois Continuing 

Educating Series. She lives with her husband and three daughters in Basking Ridge, NJ.

Dr. Olga Kovalenko DDS 									
 Dr  Olga wanted to become a dentist from the time she was a child. She pursued her dream by coming to New York as a teenager. She graduated 

Summa Cum Laude from Long Island College, Brooklyn Campus, and subsequently received her doctoral degree from New York University College 

of Dentistry (NYUCD) where she graduated at the top �ve percent of her class and was elected into the Omicron Kappa Dental Society.Following 

her residency, Dr. Kovalenko continued her education while working in di¥erent dental settings as an associate and by taking extensive continu-

ing education courses. These courses included advanced training in Invisalign, cosmetic dentistry, occlusion Full Mouth Rehabilitation at NYUC. 

implant surgery and bone grafting at Implant Surgical course. During this time she developed a vision for her own practice in Lynbrook, NY

Armen Akopian DDS
Dr Akopian received his dental degree from New York University College of dentistry and completed a one year GPR at the Mount Sinai a�liated 

Queens Hospital Center. While at NYU he was chosen to be part of the Honors Aesthetics program. This gave him a unique perspective to analyze, 

treatment plan, and execute cosmetic cases from an early point in his career. Dr. Akopian has taken hundreds of hours of CE courses including 

FMR levels 1-3, Spear Education, the NYU Implantology program, and Live Implant Training. He is a clinical instructor for FMR Fridays and also 

lectures for the NYU FMR program. He is passionate about education and giving back to the dental community.



Matra Petryna, DDS - FMR Faculty
Dr. Marta Petryna graduated from New York University College of Dentistry with Honors in Aesthetics. During her time as a senior student, she 

participated in the Odyssey House Outreach Program in NY, providing dental care to people struggling with addiction problems. She is a member 

of the American Dental Association (ADA) and the NJ Dental Association (NJDA). Dr. Petryna has a unique kind of a practice philosophy. She 

will get to know you and take the time to listen to you. She will make you feel comfortable and provide you with the best possible dental care. 

Marta and her team o¥er the highest level of care and compassion that creates a lasting relationship of trust and loyalty. Also, as an Invisalign 

Credentialed Dentist, Dr. Petryna will gladly address all the needs of your smile!

Joanna Hrymoc-Sinha, DMD
Dr. Joanna Hrymoc-Sinha earned her B.S. degree at Rutgers University in 2002 and her DMD degree from the University of Medicine and 

Dentistry of New Jersey in 2006. Together with her husband, she owns and practices at two dental o�ces in New Jersey: Somerset Smiles and 

Hillsborough Smiles. Dr. Hrymoc-Sinha’s journey with Full Mouth Rehabilitation (FMR) began in 2010 when she enrolled in a two-year continu-

ing education program at NYU. Her exceptional clinical skills led to her recognition as a junior faculty member, making her the �rst female faculty 

for FMR. She is now a Clinical Assistant Professor in NYU College of Dentistry's Full Mouth Rehabilitation program. Additionally, she served as 

an NYU's Faculty Admissions Interviewer for predoctoral applicants from 2018 to 2020. Dr. Hrymoc-Sinha co-developed and now serves as the 

clinical co-director for our 4 DAY FMR - Aesthetics, Implants, and Occlusion program which has been held bi-annually since 2017. Since 2022, 

she has been teaching hands-on courses on Occlusion and Aesthetics at NOVA Southeastern University College of Dental Medicine. In 2023, Dr. 

Hrymoc-Sinha was invited to teach a hands-on course at MGE, Management Experts in Tampa, Florida, and continues to do so.

Gwen Giannina, DDS - Clinical DIRECTOR
Dr. Gwen Giannina graduated NYU College of Dentistry in 1998. She began working in private practice, following in her father's footsteps and 

purchased his practice in year 2000. Dr. Giannina had the honor of meeting Dr. Dean early in his teaching career and has followed his teaching 

since 2005. She has taken many CE courses in diversi�ed areas throughout her 25 year plus in private practice. Dr. Giannina is currently thrilled to 

assist with the FMR family which she joined in 2019. She has been named a Top Dentist in NJ Magazine 8 times & maintains membership in the 

ADA, OMDIB, Rotary Club & Good Shepherd church in Old Bridge NJ, where she resides.

Belen Velastegui, DDS - FMR Faculty
Dr. Belen Velastegui-Carey has been creating healthy and beautiful smiles since 2003 when she graduated from dental school in Ecuador. She was 

later accepted into the prestigious Advanced Placement Program for International Dentists at New York University College of Dentistry, where 

she graduated in 2016. Dr. VelasteguiCarey completed her General Practice Residency at Flushing Hospital Medical Center in 2017, where she 

continues to serve as an Attending Dentist, responsible for patient care and training residents. In addition to her clinical work, Dr. Velastegui-Carey 

is dedicated to advancing her skills through continuing education and participates in the Full Mouth Rehabilitation Program at the New York Smile 

Institute. Since graduating from NYU, she has been practicing in Bayside, Queens o¥ering patients a comprehensive approach that addresses both 

functional and aesthetic dental needs.





Thank you to all our sponsors please Thank you to all our sponsors please 
support their services and products!support their services and products!

PLATINUM SPONSORPLATINUM SPONSOR

New York University College of Dentistry is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider. ADA CERP is service of the American Dental Association to assist dental professionals in identifying quality providers of continuing 

dental education. ADA CERP does not approve or endorse individual courses or instructors, noer does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry.

Concerns or complaints about a CE provider may be directed to the provider or to ADA CERP at www.ada.org/cerp.

The formal continuing dental education programs of New York University College of Dentistry are accepted by the AGD for Fellowship, Mastership and membership maintenance credit. Approval does not imply 

acceptance by a state or provincial board of dentistry or AGD endorsement.

New York University is a member of the Association for Continuing Dental Education. The ACDE is the organization of continuing dental education providers associated with dental schools in the United States, 

Canada and Puerto Rico.
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